
    

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

KURDISTAN 
THE LAND OF THE FORGOTTEN 

 
November 01 - November 10, 2024 
Led By Local Guides 
 

Can be combined with Iraq tour (October 19 - November 02, 2024) 



Friday, November 01  
Arrive in Erbil (KURDISTAN)  

Upon arrival in Erbil, a special VIP taxi will transfer you 

to Ramada Hotel or similar, where our staff will greet you, 

assist with the check-in process, and enjoy dinner and 

overnight. (D) 

Note: Standard check-in time is 3:00 pm. if you arrive 

on October 31 or early morning of November 01, an ex-

tra hotel night needs to be booked. 

 

Saturday, November 02 

Erbil - Duhok 

After breakfast at the hotel’s main restaurant, depart 

for Gaugamela, to the site of the famous battle between 

King Darius III and Alexander the Great. Then visit the 

4th-century Dayro d-Mor Matay Monastery (St. Mat-

thew’s Monastery). This monastery is one of eastern 

Christendom’s most famous sites and has been in contin-

uous use for nearly 2,000 years, apart from a few forced 

closures. After lunch, head to Jirwan to see the oldest aq-

ueduct and bridge ruins in the world, built during the 

time of Sennacharib (690 BC). The site was once part of a 

vast complex that was built to water the gardens of Nine-

veh. Huge stones transported by hand from quarries 

many miles away are engraved with the story of this im-

pressive feat. Discover the secret of the “hidden message 

of Sennacherib”. Also, visit Lalish, the pilgrimage site of 

the Yezidis, descendants of the Zoroastrians and perhaps 

one of the most mysterious people in the world. Learn 

about the ancient rituals of those people considered by 

many to be the remnant of the original religion of Kurdi-

stan. Transfer to Rixos Hotel or similar in Duhok for 

check-in, dinner, and overnight. (B,L,D) 

Note: When visiting Lalish, shoes are not allowed; you 

should wear socks which your guide will provide if 

needed. Please note that while alcohol is served in the 

Rixos Hotel restaurants, guests are not allowed to 

bring their own bottles of alcohol into the hotel (small 

or large). Please leave them on the bus before entering 

the hotel or ask your guide for assistance if you have 

any.  

 

Sunday, November 03   

Erbil  

After breakfast, head to Al Qush and see the tomb of Na-

hum, the Old Testament Prophet (7th Century BC), which 

is situated next to the early Christian Mar Gorgis Monas-

tery and Mar Mekha Churches, a 7th Century Monas-

tery in the mountains above the tomb. Six hundred monks 

once inhabited the caves around the Monastery, and there 

is a Mongol cemetery across the valley where attackers 

were buried after one of many attempts to destroy the 

Monastery. Rabban Hormizd Monastery is an important 

site of the Chaldean Church. It is carved out of the moun-

tains about two miles from Alqosh, Iraq, 28 miles north of 

Mosul (ancient Nineveh prophesied against by Nahum). 

Founded about 640 A.D., the Monastery has been the offi-

cial residence of the patriarchs of the Eliya line of the 

Church of the East from 1551 to the 18th century, and after 

the union with Rome in the early 19th century, it became a 

prominent monastery of the Chaldean Church (Eastern 

Rite Catholic). It is named after Rabban Hormizd, who 

founded it and is buried within the sanctuary. Time per-

mitting, we may visit the nearby Al Qosh Museum and a 

local Christian orphanage run by Chaldean nuns. It is 

forbidden to adopt children in Iraq, and the extended fam-

ily usually takes in orphaned Kurds. This particular or-

phanage is unique and provides a rare insight into the cul-

tures and traditions of the region. Then continue to Dohuk 

and, if time permits, enjoy a scenic ride on the city’s tele-

feric, referred to by locals as Buk u Zawa (the Bride and 

the Groom). Enjoy dinner at one of Dohuk’s finest restau-

rants, then return to the Hotel for overnight. (B,L,D) 

 

Monday, November 04 

Duhok 

A buffet breakfast will be served in the main restaurant at 

the Hotel, then start the day at one of the few Zoroastrian 

sites in the world-Chwar, Stoon Cave. Visit Zakho on the 

 
Kurdistan, the autonomous northern region of Iraq and predominantly inhabited by the Kurds, is amazingly different from the 
areas populated by the Arabs. The terrain is the stark opposite of the desert that characterizes middle and southern Iraq. It is 
an eclectic region that offers a multitude of experiences and chance encounters. Tour the world’s oldest inhabited city with its 
antique  museums. Visit monasteries and churches dating back from the 2nd to 4th centuries and the holiest sites of the Yezidis 
including the cave of the fire worshippers. Drive through breathtaking views of Kurdistan’s mountains, rivers, and waterfalls. 
Explore former Jewish cities and other ancient locations such as Amadiya. Shop in the local bazaars for gold, silver, carpets, 
spices – you name it. From the great walled city of Erbil to nearly deserted, but still-functioning monasteries and gushing rivers 
like the Greater Zab and Lesser Zab that feed into the Tigris - the region has much to offer the seasoned traveler. 
 
Ihab Zaki 
Managing Director 
 

 



Turkish border and an ancient Roman bridge, as well as 

other features of this important trading city-once, a center 

of Judaism in Kurdistan. On our way back to Erbil, enjoy 

lunch and then head to visit the Assyrian reliefs of 

Khanis (part of the aqueduct of Sennacherib dating to the 

8th Century BC). Return to the Hotel and enjoy dinner on 

the scenic rooftop restaurant of the Hotel or similar and 

overnight. (B,L,D) 

 

Tuesday, November 05 

Duhok - Amediya - Barzan  

A buffet breakfast will be served in the main restaurant at 

the hotel, then depart for Amadiya, an ancient city dating 

back to the Assyrian era (700 BC). Located on a high 

promontory (4,600 ft.) above a breathtaking landscape 

and fed by a geothermal spring originating far below the 

mountain, Amadiya was once an almost impenetrable for-

tress. The City Gate (Bab Zebar), located on the city's 

eastern side, was built between 500-600 AD. Pass by the 

ruins of an ancient synagogue in this once-important 

Jewish center. Local traditions hold that the Magi (Three 

Wise Men) of Christmas fame began their journey from 

here. Continue through spectacular scenery to Ra-

wanduz and stop briefly at Barzan to see the Barzan 

Memorial commemorating the genocide committed by 

Saddam against the Barzan tribe. Hear about Mullah Mus-

tapha Barzani (the founder of modern Kurdistan and, if 

time permits, visit the nearby memorial to this important 

historical figure. Drive through the Soran District, lo-

cated close to the borders of Iran, Iraq, and Turkey. 
 

Enjoy lunch along the way at a traditional local eatery, 

then pass by Shanidar Cave, where some of the world's 

most important pre-historic remains were discovered, in-

cluding the most famous Neanderthal, "Nandy." Learn 

how this 1955 discovery changed the thinking of many an-

thropologists about the nature of Neanderthals that lived 

here some 35,000 to 65,000 years ago. Time permitting, 

have an opportunity to climb the steps to the Cave itself if 

you want to. Enjoy dinner at the village of Rezan, Kurdi-

stan's most famous fish restaurant (other dishes are also 

served), then transfer to Rubar Resort or similar located 

on the banks of the Great Zab River for check-in, where we 

will enjoy the resort's facilities and overnight. (B,L,D)  

Note: Barzan is a “dry region,” and alcohol is not 

served.  

 

Wednesday, November 06 

Barzan - Rawanduz - Sulaymania  

Begin the day with a drive to Sulaymania via the beauti-

ful Lake of Dokan, the largest lake in Iraq, passing along 

the incredible Hamilton Road, one of the great engineer-

ing feats of the past centuries. Alexander Hamilton cut a 

path from Shaqlawa to Iran against insurmountable odds. 

Walk along one of the oldest parts of Hamilton Road. Then 

head to see Bekhal Waterfall and enjoy a cup of tea or 

coffee. Stop for lunch at Kosraty Nwe Restaurant and en-

joy the delicious local cuisine. In the late afternoon, time 

permitting, experience the sunset at Goizha Moun-

tain overlooking the city of Sulaymania with a view of 

hundreds of miles on a clear day. Transfer to Millennium 

Hotel or similar for check-in, dinner, & overnight. (B,L,D) 

 

Thursday, November 07 

Sulaymania (Halabja) 

Begin the day with a visit to the Red House (Amna Su-

raka), the site of many atrocities committed by Saddam 

Hussein at the former intelligence HQ and jail. Visit 

the Sulaymania Museum of Antiquities to view Kurdi-

stan's largest collection of artifacts that date back thou-

sands of years. We will arrange for you to meet with the 

museum's director (depending on availability), who will 

talk about how the home of irreplaceable treasures has 

withstood looting and war during Kurdistan's most cha-

otic times. Enjoy lunch at one of Sulaymania's fine local 

restaurants. (Due to Newroz, the museums may be closed, 

so we will proceed to Halabja and enjoy a picnic lunch in 

Byara. Continue to Halabja, where on March 16, 1988, 

Saddam Hussein ordered using chemical weapons to at-

tack 24 villages in the Kurdish region beginning with Hal-

abja. At least 5,000 people died as an immediate result of 

the chemical attack, and it is estimated that a further 

10,000 people were injured or suffered long-term illness. 

Before the war ended, the Iraqis moved in on the ground 

and destroyed the town. In March 2010, the Iraqi High 

Criminal Court recognized the Halabja massacre as geno-

cide. Saddam was executed for other crimes just before he 

was to be tried in Kurdistan for his acts of atrocity, and we 

will learn why. Today the city lives again – testimony to 

the Kurd's remarkable resilience and ability to survive the 

most brutal assault on their people and culture. 
 

The Halabja Museum and Memorial Cemetery, which 

honors the thousands of people killed, is fascinating and 

moving. Visit Byara, which is on the Iraq/Iran border, 

and time permitting, stop at Ahmed Awa, famed for the 

three hikers who crossed into Iran from a nearby trail and 

were held in prison for several years. Return to Sulay-

mania, where time permitting, we can shop and wander 

its colorful bazaar, famous for its sweets, including the 

legendary "Manna," a chewy, white, nougat-like confec-

tion spiced with cardamom and nuts, and visit the small 



but famous Zamwa art gallery. Return to the Hotel for 

dinner and overnight. (B,L,D) 

 

Friday, November 08  

Sulaymania - Erbil  

Enjoy breakfast and then drive back to Erbil, stopping en 

route to see one of Kurdistan’s most important historical 

sites, Zarzi/Qizqapan Cave (cave of the raper/abduc-

tor). The location encompasses two elements: one dating 

to 18,000-8000 BC and the other a Median-era tomb from 

around 500-300 BC. Continue to the old Jewish city of 

Koysinjaq (Koya) and visit an old caravanserai (hostel 

on the ancient Silk Road), which is currently being re-

stored. Stop to take photos from a vantage point offering 

spectacular views for hundreds of miles in each direction. 

Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant that will be taken along 

the way. Transfer to Ramada Hotel or similar for check-in, 

dinner, and overnight. (B,L,D) 

 

Saturday, November 09 

Erbil 

Enjoy breakfast, then begin the day with a tour of 

the 7,000-year-old Citadel of Erbil, the oldest continu-

ously inhabited city on earth (there are other just cities as 

old but not continuously inhabited.) Erbil Citadel was 

once a Sumerian City called Urbellum or Arbella (4 

gods), and it is believed that Abraham passed through this 

city on one of his journeys. It once housed the Temple of 

the Goddess Ishtar and was the city Darius III fled to after 

facing defeat by Alexander the Great on the nearby plains 

of Gaugamela. UNESCO is currently undertaking a massive 

restoration project. Tour the famous Textile Museum, 

housed in a 220-year-old residence featuring ancient 

Kurdish fighting tools, traditional dresses, handmade rugs 

from different regions and eras of Kurdish history, jew-

elry, and photos. In addition to Kurdish antiquities, there 

are several pieces from Iran and Turkey. If time permits, 

visit the local bazaar (Qaysari). Depending on the 

weather, we will picnic in the largest rose garden in the 

Middle East- the Sami Abul Rahman Park or a famed local 

eatery. The Park is one of the most revered sites in Kurdi-

stan, housing a large memorial to over 60 of Kurdistan’s 

leaders killed in an attack in 2004 (this included the man 

who built the Park, Sami Rahman, then Deputy Prime Min-

ister). 

Take a brief visit to the Choli Minaret, perhaps Erbil’s 

most famous landmark (1190 - 1232 AD) and the site of a 

huge statue of Erbil’s most renowned poet-Mudhafaria 

(Mu-zaffar) Al-Din Abu Sa’eed Al-Kawkaboori, a contem-

porary of the famed warrior Saladin. Climb into the book 

he holds for a photo if you want to. Return to the Hotel to 

freshen up; then, we will be invited to a farewell dinner in 

a local home to dine and meet some of Kurdistan’s resi-

dents, including some well-known cinematography, pho-

tography, and music. Return to the Hotel for over-

night. (B,L,D) 

 

Sunday, November 10  

Erbil - USA  

Enjoy breakfast in the morning, then transfer to the air-

port for your flight back to the US. (B) 
 

“We reserve the right to change the order of activi-

ties/visits or sites due to unexpected events such as 

flight cancellations or changes of schedule, or any 

other reasons beyond our control. We will do our best 

to ensure that any necessary changes when/if needed 

to meet the needs of our clients”. 
 

 

 
 

 

Remarks: it is necessary for women to wear scarfs at 
religious sites such as Lalish, Churches and Mosques 
and men should avoid wearing shorts at these reli-
gious sites.” 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tour includes: 

▪ All transfers with assistance and luggage porterage. 

▪ All accommodations mentioned in best hotels availa-

ble outside of Erbil and moderate 5* in Erbil. 

▪ Transportation within the country using modern A/C 

motor coach. 

▪ Meals as mentioned in the itinerary (B: Breakfast, L: 

Lunch and D: Dinner). 

▪ Bottled water on the bus and with meals.  

▪ Entrance fees to all mentioned sites and museums. 

▪ All activities described in the tour. 

▪ Escort of lecturer throughout the trip (provided min-

imum number of travelers is reached). 

▪ Service of a professional local guide. 

▪ Gratuities to guides, drivers, and porters (provided 

minimum number of travelers is reached). 

 Tour does not include:  

▪ International airfare in and out of Erbil. 

▪ Kurdistan Visa (obtainable upon arrival for $75.00 - 

Subject to change). 

▪ Beverages and alcoholic drinks with or without meals.  

▪ Items of a personal nature (camera fees, laundry, excess 

luggage, etc.). 

▪ Transfers if not arriving/departing on tour dates. 

▪ Dayroom/overnights necessitated by changes in airline 

schedules or misconnections. 

▪ Trip surcharge to operate below required minimum 

participants. 

▪ Travel protection insurance.  

(HIGHLY RECOMMENDED). 

   

Trip Grade: 

II Active – Some hikes, slightly more demanding walks at 

or to sites, few elevations, comfortable but busy schedule 

and some long rides and extensive drives.  
 

Lodging Level:  

 Superior: Lodges and hotels with additional amen-

ities, refined service, and comfort level acceptable to 

western standards. (4 stars to 5 stars) 

 

 

 
  

Tour Cost (Land Only): $6,495.00 
Per person sharing in double occupancy  
 

Single Supplement: $895.00 
 

Price based on group size minimum of 6 par-
ticipants and maximum of 14 participants 

 

Trip Grade: II Lodging Level: *** 
 
 

 

 

  

Spiekermann Travel Service, Inc. 18421 East Nine Mile Road, Eastpointe, MI 48021 
Phone: 1-800-645-3233 Fax: 586-775-9556 www.mideasttrvl.com info@mideasttrvl.com 


